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Spring-Summer 

2022 LUF-ers Donate $3000 to Ukraine 

Beginning shortly after the 
invasion of Ukraine on 
February 24th, the LUF 
congregation selected the 
Red Cross Ukraine Relief as 
the 2022 Global Initiative.  
Hanusia Tkaczyk was busy 
creating and selling 
pysanky (traditional 
Ukrainian Easter eggs) and 
individuals also made 
contributions. 
  
On May 2nd, a cheque for $3,000 was presented by LUF Treasurer, 
Margaret Wanlin to Daniel Hobbs of the local Red Cross office. 
Pysanka-maker, Hanusia Tkaczyk and David Belrose, Board 
Member were also present (above). 
 
Funds are being used to provide neutral and impartial emergency 
assistance such as vital medical supplies, food, water, clothing, 
shelter, hygiene items, heating fuel, psychosocial support, and 
other urgent items to help those in need.   LUF will continue to 
accept donations for the Red Cross Ukraine efforts throughout the 
calendar year. 
 
See page 2 for our next Social Action project... 
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Move In Kits 

LUF Welcomes New Members 

The board of the LUF has endorsed a local social action initiative which provides basic 
supplies to those who are moving into new accommodations; kitchen and bathroom 
supplies as well as bedding. This endorsement includes communication to members 
specific to how they can help.  
 
By way of background,  these "move-in" kits have been distributed over the past 4 years 
to individuals through Shelter House Thunder Bay, Norwest Community Health Centres, 
the Thunder Bay District Health Unit's Street Nursing program and Alphacourt. 
Currently, requests are made by the agency to LUF member Robin Cooper. The kits are 
then assembled and delivered.  The items include both second hand items in good 
condition, either purchased or donated directly: bedding (with the exception of pillow), 
kitchen supplies); and new items: shower curtain, pantry items, toiletries.   
 
At this time, two requests are being put forward for consideration. One, the donation of 
any items that might otherwise be donated. Two, agreeing to  store one of the packaged 
kits. Future plans include a packing event in September where members will be invited to 
join together to make up additional kits. Robin Cooper is available to answer any 
questions: robincooper1971@gmail.com. 

Over the past two long years, we 
have had seven new members 
join the LUF congregation.     
 
Covid has previously prevented 
us from hosting an official 
“welcoming” service.  This was 
finally held on Sunday, May 29, 
2022, complete with brief  
“mask-less” moments, and 
cake!  
 
Pictured Left to Right are: Sandra McIver, LUF President. Donna Reist, Carl Etter, Sue 
Dailey, Teresa Kelly, and Elizabeth McFarlane. Robin Cooper and Bob Guy were unable to 
attend. 
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Sue Dailey 

I grew up in a Unitarian church near 
Boston, Massachusetts, and was active in 
the youth group there.  I raised my two 
daughters in the UU church in Duluth, 
Minnesota, while working as a paralegal and 
then in social work.  Social justice has been 
important to me, contributing in my small 
way to anti-racism, peacemaking, and 
economic justice 
work, focusing 
recently on 
learning and 
sharing the skills 
of Compassionate 
Communication.  
With my sister 
settled in 
Shuniah, I feel at 
home in Thunder 
Bay and in the 
LUF community. 
 
Carl Etter 
I grew up in 
northern 
Minnesota and 
learned to enjoy the outdoors and nature 
from many perspectives as I still do in 
Thunder Bay by hiking, cross-country 
skiing, gardening, etc.  I retired as a 
counselor, but still remain somewhat active 
advocating and helping people whose voices 
are not always heard.  Other occupations 
I’ve had were as a high school teacher and a 
millwright in the iron ore mines.  LUF is a 
caring community to share my values with 
while challenging me to expand my circle of 
concern and a greater understanding of 
different lifestyles and cultures. 

Teresa Kelly  

After being raised, and attending elementary 
school in Fort William I moved to Hamilton, 
Ontario and then to Ottawa where I 
attended College. Ottawa was a beautiful 
city with long, hot summers and brief 
winters.  
After working in Montreal, I returned to 
Thunder Bay to work and attend Lakehead 

University graduating with a 
double major in Accounting 
and Computer Systems. For 
years I took a great deal of 
pleasure in camping, fishing 
and boating in Northern 
Ontario. During the next 25 
years I worked my own 
business, was married, 
widowed and recently 
retired.  
 
Robin Cooper 

I am a mother to almost 8 
year old Luke and a partner 
to Ralph.  I left Marathon 
for WIndsor but came back 
to be near the trees.  My 

educational background is recreation 
and sport but for the last 20 years I have 
worked in public health. My community is 
important to me and I strive to be the 
change I want to see in the world - but 
ultimately it's not about hopes and prayers 
it's about policy and 
equity and justice. That 
is why I know UU and 
the LUF is a good fit for 
what's important to me. I 
look forward to my time 
here with all of you. 

Meet Some of the New Members 
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GAMMONDALE SLEIGH RIDE 
Each year, one of the biggest highlights for LUF families is the Horse Drawn Sleigh Ride at 
Gammondale Farm.  This year, on March 27th, the horses made many trips around the 
field, with over 30 in attendance.  Participants also enjoyed 
visiting the animals in the barn, playing in the snow, and an 
abundant lunch.   

Family Fun 
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TREE HARVESTING & SLEDDING 
At Right, Pyteke Blaauw and some friends help 
prepare the trail at the property of Penny 
Smith for the December Tree Cutting, 
Snowshoeing, and Tobogganing day,  LUF-ers 
of all ages joined in the festivities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MARGARET HARTLY MEMORIAL BIRD 
WATCHING WALK AT CHIPPEWA PARK 

A delightful morning of bird watching and walking 
was enjoyed by 26 people on Sunday May 15th at 
Chippewa Park. This number is the highest that 
anyone present could remember attending the 
annual Margaret Hartley Spring Bird Walk. Eight 
children in attendance were most enthusiastic as 
they spied both close and distant birds and then 
kept lists of their names. 14 species were seen, often 
with multiple sightings.  

Distant ducks include Scaup, Mallard. Goldeneye and  Bufflehead. Overhead were Tree 
Swallows, Great Blue Heron, Eagles, Canada Goose and Pelican.  Ravens, Crows, 
blackbirds (Red-winged, Rusty, Grackle) and Starlings made up the middle storey. As the 
weather was windy and initially rather chilly, very few small birds were seen at all. We 
walked the loop by the ponds at the North end of the park. Thanks to Pyteke, Brenda G., 
and Bettina for organizing and providing delicious snacks and Rob for leading the group 
and helping ID the birds. We’re looking forward to another walk … just how often does 
the CUC want to conduct national services? It worked well for us this time.   
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PICNIC   
Come and celebrate the Summer Solstice season at 
the Annual Congregational Picnic.  This year it will 
be held at Roots to Harvest on the afternoon of 
Sunday, June 26th.  Although a new location for 
us, details will be similar to previous years.  Check 
the E-updates or contact the office for more 
information. 

Family Fun 
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In  Joy and In Sorrow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS WEDDING 
Above:  Long time partners, Ida Korhonen and Lawrence Dumas wed in a small service on 
December 20, 2021, officiated by Heather Morrison. 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
The congregation has said farewell to three long-time members of LUF over the past few 
months.  Jill Bolt had moved to Calgary a few years ago to be closer to family, and she 
passed on March 4th, 2022 just shy of her 90th birthday.   Wayne Hill was 83 when he 
departed with the assistance of MAID on March 11, 2022, with a service held on April 9th 
at the Oliver Road Community Centre.   Alice Neudorf had moved to Pioneer Ridge, and 
was 93 years old at the time of her death.  A memorial service will be held in August. 
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Seeking Treasures 

 
Prior to moving, it may not have been 
possible to remove the Unitarian 
House archway sign above the doors 
at 129 South Algoma, without risk of 
damaging the wood siding.  So, Mark 
Blaauw met with the new owner and 
expressed interest in the sign, once 
the front section of the building was 
due for re-facing.  Mark is now 
proudly housing the sign at his 
apartment with hopes that it may 
later be displayed at a permanent site 
of the next Unitarian House.  Smart 
thinking, Mark!    
 
Pyteke Blaauw recalls the sign being 
secretly crafted and affixed by John 
Evans in 1986 or 1987, to which the congregation met with surprise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Tkaczyk is proud to show off 
the new TV Stand for services at 
our Arthur Street location after he 
assembled it with David Diebel.  

 
 Many of our Audio/Visual 

Equipment purchases have been 
made possible as recipients of the 
Sharing our Faith grant.  This has 
helped multi-platform services run 
smoothly.   
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OFFICERS OF THE BOARD     

President:    Sandra McIver   luf.president@gmail.com 

Vice President: 

Secretary:  Irene Semenuk   475-5786  

Treasurer:  Margaret Wanlin  767-1939 

Past President:   David Belrose   623-3347 

At Large:  Brenda Gillespie  983-2758 

    

 

 

 

 

   

     

STAFF AND APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Administrator     Angela Bach  344-5980 (0ffice) lufship@tbaytel.net 

Religious Exploration Coordinator       lufchildren@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper    Jean Armstrong  344-5980 (0ffice) 

Lay Chaplains    Heather Morrison 767-8233 

     Brenda Diebel  630-6276    

Endowment Fund Trustees   Emily Lauzon 

     David Diebel 

     Greg Brumpton 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND CONTACT PEOPLE  

Bylaw & Policy    David Belrose   

Care Coordinators   Carol Ann Brumpton 

Fellowship Life/Membership    Rosemary Burris 

Finance       Margaret Wanlin  

Kitchen     Brenda Gillespie 

Lay Chaplaincy     Sally Palmer Woods 

Newsletter    Angela Bach 

Nominating      David Belrose 

Sunday Services   Brenda Diebel   
 

LAKEHEAD UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP
  

129 S. Algoma St., Thunder Bay, ON P7B 3B7 

Phone: (807) 344-5980    
 

LUF Email Address :  lufship@tbaytel.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  www.luf.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for submissions:  20th of the month 

 

LUF CONTACTS  

AFFILIATES AND ASSOCIATES  
Canadian Unitarian Council (cuc.ca) 

Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (cusj.org)  

Unitarian Universalist Association (uua.org) 

We hope that you enjoy receiving/reading the LUF Letter, provided free to all members and  friends.   

Receiving the LUF Letter via the website, saves money and trees.  
Please notify the office at 344-5980 if you no longer require the newsletter to be sent by post.  

Thank you for your contributions to LUF that make it possible to produce the LUF Letter.   

The newsletter is usually distributed by 
the first Sunday of each month from 
September to June inclusive, by email 
or surface mail.   

The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are those of the authors of the articles. 


