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Above is a photo of those present at the Annual Meeting, who will be serving in
their elected and appointed roles governing the 2025-2026 year. Left to Right
are:

Rob Van Wyck, Financial Reviewer; Peter Globensky, Board of Directors; Fred
Maycock, Board of Directors; Lynn Vandenberg, Treasurer - Board of Directors;
Elizabeth McFarlane, Financial Reviewer; David Belrose, Bylaw and Policy
Committee; Brenda Diebel, President - Board of Directors and Bylaw and Policy
Committee; Hanusia Tkaczyk, Nominating Committee; Sally Palmer Woods,
Nominating Committee; Susan Woods, Endowment Fund Trustee; Pyteke
Blaauw, Secretary - Board of Directors; Brenda Gillespie, Board of Directors;
Sandra Mclver, Past President - Board of Directors; and Rosemary Burris
present on screen serving as Vice President - Board of Directors.

Others who have agreed to serve, but were not present are: Margaret Wanlin,
and Tony Carfagnini, both Endowment Fund Trustees.

It is also important to note that there are many who help make operations run by
serving on committees and projects that are not elected roles.
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From the Board of Directors

Ahhh... it is summer and time for rest and recharge. What is your favourite way to do
this? Is it a walk in the woods? How about a book in a quiet nook or maybe feeling the
earth with your hands as you nurture a garden or pots. Perhaps you like to take to the
waters for the roll of the waves and the wind in your face. I hope you are able to find your
recharge whatever it looks like. Perhaps you’d consider taking part in some LUF activities
over the summer?

There will be happenings for LUFers throughout the summer. Watch your email for the list
of Sunday gatherings and where they are taking place. We will also have a presence at
Pride this year which has been rescheduled for Saturday, October 4th from 1:00—9:00 pm
at the CLE Coliseum. August 16 is the Westfort Street Fair and we hope to be there again
this year so stay tuned. If you’d like to do a bit of gardening, grab a friend and pop by UP
to weed and trim.

We have accomplished so much since September 9, 2024, and we all deserve a hearty pat
on the back. In under a year, look at what we’ve done since crossing the threshold.
Unitarian Place: a home, a worship space, a meeting place, a place for outreach, a
community. Each and every one of us has helped this vision become a reality.

When we bought the property, LUF decided that severing the land that the house sits on
and subsequently selling it would be the direction we would take to become mortgage
free. The house has now been sold, and our mortgage has been paid off. Woohoo!
Many thanks to the team of Brenda Diebel, Dianne Potts, Fred Maycock and Sandra
Mclver for their work to see this through. Stefan Huzan of Northern Planning helped us
navigate the zoning and policies throughout the process.

At our annual meeting in June, a new Board was installed to oversee the operations of
LUF on your behalf. Stepping into the role of President is Brenda Diebel. She and Sandra
will co-preside until the end of the summer when all of the year’s business under the
former Board should be complete. Stepping away from the Board is David Belrose,
Dianne Potts, and Irene Semenuk. Their contributions have been countless, their time
invaluable, and their friendship cherished. Joining the Board are Lynn Vandenberg, Peter
Globensky, and Rosemary Burris. Please see the back of this newsletter for a complete list
of positions and contact information. Please note: the President’s email does not change. It
is always luf.president@gmail.com no matter who the president is.

May your summer be filled with all you wish for. It is with hope that the rainfall be softer
and the wind more gentle (and the mosquitos and blackflies find you distasteful!).

- Sandra Mclver, Past President




Musical Open House

In the fall of 2024 a Social Team emerged from a need to foster connections within our
congregation, but also to reach out to the greater community of Unitarian friends and the
Westfort Neighbourhood. The first of these events was a free concert held at dinner time
on Sunday, February 16th, which filled the house! Rob Van Wyck was the MC and the
musical acts included the Gravel Road duo, Wolfgang, Francesco and Friends, and the
Ukranian Folk group Druzi.

Coffee and tea were served along with a massive assortment of goodies baked by the
congregation. Attendees were generous with donations for refreshments, and the funds
collected exceeded the cost of promoting the event.




Community Barbecue and Yard Sale

On Saturday, June 14th, the weather
made a perfect day for the greater
community to venture over for a
Community event. Once the initial crowd
had filtered through a couple photos
were snapped while the community
shopped at the yard sale, purchased a
hamburger, hot dog, or smokie, with a
drink, while some brought their lawn
chairs from home to come and listen to
the tunes of Gravel Road (not pictured).

There were games

and crafts for children while parents shopped and socialized. A
50/50 draw was held, with lucky Geraldine Wachoski receiving
$185.00 - not bad for the purchase of a $5.00 ticket.

The overall purpose of was moreso for outreach rather than a
fundraiser, yet the event still raised over $1,800.00

Many patrons came to explore inside of the building, and some
stopped to look at brochures or to ask questions. That’s what it’s
all about!




More Community Barbecue and Yard Sale

With the opportunity of the yard sale outdoors, LUF member Denise Taylor, and friend
Anna Bolt, held their own indoor sale consisting of Denise’s personal art collection, along
with designer clothing, jewelry, purses, shoes, and other accessories. Denise still has
some items remaining, and can be reached by contacting denishki@hotmail.com




Family Friendly Gatherings

On the afternoon of Sunday March 2nd, a group of Unitarian-minded families ventured
through the snow for the annual LUF day of winter fun at Gammondale Farm. The
highlight of the day is participating in a horse-drawn sleighride, which did not disappoint.
The Annual Margaret Hartley memorial Bird-watching Walk took place on the afternoon of

Sunday, May 11th. Rob Van Wyck guided attendees around the favourite bird-watching
spots of Chippewa Park.

Aligning with Earth Day, : :
Eco-Superior encourages groups to get out doors and tackle the trash. The LUF
community participated in “Spring Up to Clean
. Up” when the weather was warmer on
A Saturday, May 31st, cleaning up the garbage
along the Gore St railroad. What can’t be seen
in the photograph is all of the bags of garbage
at the feet of this group. : e
There were also some older
adults who joined the youth
for the day of keeping the
M Westfort community clean. \ 1
¥ The Families of LUF owe ‘
gratitude to Pyteke Blaauw for always ensuring
there are activities for children and youth.




Some 95+ LUF-ers

Shelter House Meals

Above. a group
of LUF-ers
gathered with
Chris Moss who
became 102
years old on
July 4th, 2025.

o

Ed Prinselaar
celebrated his
- 97th birthday
...... B on July 13th,
- ~ 2025.

Gisela Meyer,
who now lives
in Winnipeg,
received a visit
from Hanusia
Tkaczyk.
Gisela is
pictured at 95,
attending a flower arranging class.
Gisela send her greetings to LUF.
Although she doesn’t use email, she
follows our activities on facebook and
receives the newsletter in the mail.

Many hands make for lighter work in
the kitchen at Shelter House where
LUF-ers and friends prepare the mid-
day meal on the 4th Saturday of each
month. If there isn’t a volunteer group
signed up for dinner that day, LUF will
prepare the dinner in advance for that
evening too. Consider volunteering by
contacting Pyteke: 807-629-2279

Upcoming dates are:
August 23
September 27
October 25
November 22 and
December 27
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LUF CONTACTS

uf.president@gmail.com % Lokehead Unitarian

fellowship

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

President: Brenda Diebel

Past President: Sandra Mclver 807-475-3497

Vice President: Rosemary Burris 807-630-1312

Secretary: Pyteke Blaauw 807-629-2279

Treasurer: Lynn Vandenberg 807-631-1904

At Large: Brenda Gillespie 807-983-2758
Peter Globensky 431-337-7823

Fred Maycock

416-627-9666

STAFF AND APPOINTED OFFICERS

Administrator / Bookkeeper
Religious Exploration Coordinator
Lay Chaplains

Endowment Fund Trustees

Angela Bach

Brenda Diebel
Heidi Wahl
Phyllis Danu
Susan Woods
Margaret Wanlin
Tony Carfagnini

COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND CONTACT PEOPLE

Bylaw & Policy
Finance

Lay Chaplaincy
Newsletter
Nominating
Sunday Services

Sandra Mclver
Lynn Vandenberg
Jean Armstrong
Angela Bach
Sandra Mclver
Brenda Diebel

AFFILIATES AND ASSOCIATES

Canadian Unitarian Council (cuc.ca)
Canadian Unitarians for Social Justice (cusj.org)
Unitarian Universalist Association (uua.org)

807-344-5980 (Office) Ilufship@tbaytel.net
lufchildren@gmail.com

807-630-6276

807-622-1699

807-622-7658

The newsletter is distributed by email
or by surface mail, two or three times
per year, as submissions are received.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter
are those of the authors of the articles.

We hope that you enjoy receiving/reading the LUF Letter, provided free to all members and friends.

Receiving the LUF Letter via email, saves money and trees.
Please notify the office at 344-5980 if you no longer require the newsletter to be sent by post.

Thank you for your contributions to LUF that make it possible to produce the LUF Letter.




